
  JANUARY  2021 TABLET 
Inside this issue: Its Marmalade making month…An unexpected Amazon delivery…Our local 
rivers in spate…7th century pottery finds in our Churchyard…Planning in the parish… Read 
of the month… Apply for a postal vote…A comforting rice pudding with a 
difference…Progress report on new road to west of Norwich…What you have been doing in 
your National Lockdown time…Video of improvements made to the church…From the 
Rectory…Contacts 

It’s Marmalade time 
Here is a delicious and easy new recipe which will send lovely aromas through your kitchen. 
You will need a net of sweet clems (about 10 in all); one ripe pineapple peeled, cored and 
cut into cubes; glass of sweet white wine. About 2lb granulated sugar (match the quantity of 
pulp to the weight of the sugar). 
 
Marinade the pineapple overnight in some sweet white wine. Half the clems and cover with 
water.  Bring to the boil and then simmer until really soft. Allow to cool. Put both fruits into a 
liquidizer and roughly chopped. Weigh the pulp.  It should be about 2 lbs – which means you 
need 2 lbs of granulated sugar.  Put the fruit in a large pan over a heat and add back the 
pineapple marinade liquid. Stir in the sugar until mixed and melted. Bring to the boil then 
simmer for about half an hour. Do the saucer test – a teaspoon of marmalade on a saucer, 
when allowed to cool will show you if the marmalade is set. 
 
Our local rivers in spate 
Lucky that the Church at Great Barford 
near Bedford stands on a mound. The 
church is but a stone’s throw from the 
River Great Ouse. The river recently broke 
its banks on three sides and flooded the 
adjacent fields. This attracted a large 
audience as well as TV and the Press. 
The river starts in the Midlands and 
finishes at Kings Lynn going out into the 
estuary of the Wash.  One of its tributaries 
is the River Cam. Nearer to home, the 
River Stiffkey is currently covering the 
water meadows in Stiffkey. This winding 
river passes through our parish at "Wade’s 
Beck" but if you track it back to the source 
it goes through the Lings and crosses the 
main road near to the Thursford garage. 
The River Stiffkey has lots of tributaries 
which feed into it, and one such tributary is 
under the footpath near to the bottom of 
the church track. You will spot the River 
Stiffkey nearer its source at Fulmodeston 

and then back to its origins at Swanton 
woods – often a very wet area.

 

The River Stiffkey, in spate, at Wades Beck 
looking south towards Fulmodeston 



                                                                       

Amazon Christmas delivery- unexpected and shocking 

This is a disturbing tale to tell - but it must be told. It will make folk aware that animals make 
trips by Amazon vans. One unexpected Christmas delivery to one of our Thursford residents 
was a cat in a box dropped off by Amazon.  But the cat was a lucky one – it had been left at 
the home of someone who was not only a cat lover but was also in residence. The cat was a 
very friendly grey and white tabby.  Our resident immediately made contact with Cats 
Protection and they collected the cat within 2 days.  Our resident gave the Charity a most 
generous donation. If the cat is chipped then hopefully its rightful owner can be tracked.   

	
Early Pottery and Iron Age Flint found in St Andrew’s Churchyard 
 
The recent works in the churchyard to enable the installation of water for the toilet and 
kitchen required the Parochial Church Council to employ an archaeologist to oversee the 
excavation. Fragments found provide an interesting insight into the previous inhabitants of 
Thursford- in this case going back to the 7th - 9th century. 
The archaeologist’s report which has just been published records a number of pottery finds 
including fragments of: 
 
7th-9th century Sandy Ipswich Ware  
11th-12th century Early Medieval Ware 
16th-18th century Glazed red earthenware 
Other fragments were also found from the 17th to the 20th century. The largest piece was a 
footring base of 17th-19th century Nottingham-type stoneware, probably from a large bowl. 
Going back even further, two interesting flints were found in the contractor’s trenches. The 
flints represent activity in the vicinity of the site during the prehistoric period. They are not 
easy to date but the presence of the broad thick hard hammer struck flake and the use of 
such a flake, is characteristic of the Late Bronze Age or Iron Age period. 
 
Planning in the village 
Exception site development off Station Road and Brick Kiln Road -The December 
Tablet featured an item taken at the December Parish Council meeting – the Exception 
Housing Scheme between Brick Kiln Road and Station Road. The next meeting of the Parish 
Council will discuss further information about the Scheme - if this has been received from the 
District Council. COVID restrictions are delaying matters somewhat.  A Zoom meeting of the 
Parish Council is planned for January 25th at 7.00 p.m.  Contact the clerk Kerry Harris on 
Kerry_thursford@yahoo.com  if you would like to join this meeting.  If you have written or 
want to write to the Parish Council about the Scheme them also copy your letter to Cllr 
Richard Kershaw who is the District Councillor for Thursford. Richard.Kershaw@north-
norfolk.gov.uk 
Rosedene, Clarks Lane - The replacement building for the single skinned bungalow 
“Rosedene” in Clarks Lane is rapidly taking shape. The builders had two weeks off over the 
Christmas period but they are now back at work and are completing the roof of this new 
property. 
 



Rosedene – a photograph taken in mid-
December

Holly Lodge, The Street – Permission has been granted for the erection of two Shepherds 
Huts at the back of the property.  They are to be used as holiday accommodation only. The 
District Council have stated in the permission details “that no individual let shall exceed 31 
days, further that a register of lettings, occupation and advertising shall be maintained at all 
times and shall be made available for inspection by the Local Planning Authority if 
requested.” This “restriction” is because the site is located in an area designated as 
Countryside in the North Norfolk Core Strategy where the Local Planning Authority would not 
normally permit permanent residential accommodation. Prior to the installation of any 
external lighting, details shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning 
Authority to avoid light pollution.  
 
Read of the month - Babita Sharma’ s “The Corner Shop” John Murray Press 
EAN/UPC 9781473673236 (from the Editor) 
Living above a corner shop, as I did, gives so much away about the characters in your 
community. I recall when we obtained our off licence, my Dad kitted the shop out with barrels 
of delicious sherries, ports and sweet wines. Folks would bring their empty bottles to be filled 
and re-filled. My task was to turn the tap and fill those bottles.  I quickly learnt the skill of 
putting my finger under that delectable drip when I turned off the tap! I discovered who the 
drinkers were in our small community and what their preferred tipple was. Curiously often the 
men collected their tipple at “odd hours” rather than letting their wives make it part of the 
weekly order! 
 
This book describes all the experiences of running a corner shop and is well worth the read. 
Contact your local Independent Bookshop – Holt Bookshop. Tel 01263 715858. They are 
happy to post books or to deliver them. sales@holtbookshop.co.uk Note that Holt Bookshop 
recently moved from Appleyard to Lion Court Yard (this is behind the Black Apollo Coffee 
shop in the High Street). 
 
Want a postal vote?  Find out about postal votes ahead of the 2021 Norfolk County Council 
elections and the Norfolk Police and Crime Commissioner election which are scheduled to 
take place on 6 May 2021. Postal votes are normally sent to electors about two to three 
weeks before an election. Therefore, NNDC are encouraging electors who will not be able to 
make it to the polling station or do not wish to attend because of the COVID-19 pandemic to 
apply for a postal vote. NNDC expect a high number of postal votes applications, so they 
recommend making a postal vote application at the earliest opportunity. Anyone who is 
registered to vote can apply to become a postal voter. For security reasons NNDC require 
both your signature and date of birth. Voting by post is an easy and convenient way of voting 
if you are unable to get to the polling station. Ballot papers will be sent to your address 
before polling day so that you can cast your vote and return it by post. 



How to apply 

1. You must be registered to vote or have already made an application. Not sure if 
you're already registered? Use NNDC’s online form to check. 

2. Please complete this form, call 01263 516046 or email postalvotes@north-
norfolk.gov.uk to request an application form.  Please email completed forms 
to postalvotes@north-norfolk.gov.uk or post to: 

Anyone who would like to apply for a postal vote, either just for the May election, or for 
the future, should follow the instructions on the leaflet. Due to the anticipated high take 
up of this service, it is recommended that applications should be made early. 
 

COMFORTING COCONUT, RUM AND RAISIN RICE PUDDING (serves 4) 

For the rum and raisin syrup - 75ml spiced rum; 50g muscovado sugar; 50g 
raisins 

For the Pudding - 25g butter; 75g short-grain pudding rice; 75g golden caster 
sugar; 1 can coconut milk; 150ml double cream, ½ teaspoon vanilla extract. 

For the rum and raisin syrup, tip all the ingredients into a large saucepan and heat gently 
over a low heat for 5 minutes, or until the sugar has dissolved and created a syrup and the 
raisins have plumped up.   

For the pudding, melt the butter over a medium heat until sizzling, then scatter over the rice 
and toast in the hot butter until the butter is just starting to brown.  Stir in the sugar, then 
pour over the coconut milk, cream and vanilla.  Bring to a simmer and continue to cook 
gently for 40-45 minutes until the rice is tender. To serve hot, stir a third of the rum and raisin 
syrup through the pudding and spoon the rest over the top.  To serve cold, leave the 
pudding to cool, then chill in the fridge to firm up so that you can serve it in scoops with the 
rum and raisin syrup spooned over. 

Update on the planned new road around the west side of Norwich – a  
Norfolk County Council infrastructure priority project to create a new 3.8-mile dual 
carriageway road connecting the western end of Broadland Northway to the A47 trunk road. 
In May 2020, the Norwich Western Link was given conditional entry into the Department for 
Transport's Large Local Majors funding programme and as a result NCC received more than 
£1 million to continue developing the project. NCC also began the process of selecting a 
contractor who will take on responsibility for the design and build of the road, and currently 
have a shortlist of three bidders who are developing their submissions.  A third public 
consultation, on the project took place between July and September last year, asking for 
people's views on proposals for the local roads which the Norwich Western Link will cross 
and to consider additional measures that support walking, cycling and public transport use. 
NCC also started work on our environmental mitigation and enhancement proposals, 
including green bridges and habitat creation. An outline business case will be submitted to 
the Department for Transport in the spring. If approved, this would unlock national funding 
for up to 85% of the total cost of the project. NCC will also announce the design and build 
contractor for the project in the spring. Once the contractor is in place, they will work 
alongside the existing project team to further develop the design for the road and associated 
measures, including for the viaduct across the River Wensum. Late 2023 is the possible start 
date. if you want to find out more look at the Norwich Western Link pages of NCC website at 
[www.norfolk.gov.uk/nwl]www.norfolk.gov.uk/nwl 
 



What are you doing in your lockdown time? 

We have had one reader send a pic of 
some cushions.  Made from strips of fabric 
which are colour coordinated, the result is 
a shabby chic array of cushions. A good 
way to use your spare fabric! 

 

Another reader has been researching the really ancient history of Norfolk and has sent some 
real gems of information: 

Robert Marsham F.R.S (1708-1797) - Robert Marsham, a Norfolk landowner, born in 
Stratton Strawless, a village just south of Aylsham began in 1736 recording what he called 
his "Twenty One Indications of Spring" at his country estate in Norfolk. As a part time 
interest, he tracked the girth development of woodland trees together with the seasonal 
stirrings of animal life: - croaking frogs and toads, singing nightjars, pigeons and 
nightingales, arriving swallows and cuckoos, rooks building nests and all manner of plant 
activity, from the flowering of snowdrops, wood anemones and hawthorn to the leafing of 
beeches, oaks, elms birches and horse chestnut. This annual recording of the "onset of 
spring" passed upon Robert's death to his descendants. They in turn took up the task and 
continued with spring-time recordings, for many generations, until the death of a descendant, 
Mary Marsham in 1958. His early investigations on the seasonal effects imposed upon 
plants and animals developed into the science of what we now call "Phenology". Two 
centuries after the death of Robert Marsham Phenology was pushed aside by mainstream 
science but modern anxieties concerning "climate change" have re-awakened interest in 
Phenology. Seasonal influences, fluctuations in temperature and rainfall and their effect on 
the growth of plants and trees has become a matter for serious scientific study. In 2015 
Britain experienced its warmest winter since records began. The warm conditions affected 
the plants. For example, the English daffodil, so eloquently portrayed by William 
Shakespeare bloomed some two months ahead of schedule. 

Ed - would love to know what you have been up to in this National Lockdown.  The Tablet can then 
share your achievements with its readers. 

Video tour of the kitchen and toilet project at St Andrew’s 

Having received a significant grant from the Community Lottery Fund for the latest church 
development project, the Lottery team would usually sign-off the work by paying the Church 
a visit. Unfortunately visits in the current times are ill advised, so the Lottery requested a 
virtual tour of the project. You can see the result by following this 
link https://youtu.be/Nqe42HtXzvg . A short and slightly shaky video but it gives you a 
chance to see the completed project and the extent to which wheelchair/disabled access to 
the church has been improved. 

From the Rectory: 
 
During much of the first lockdown the government ordered that our churches be shut, both 
for private prayer and public worship. From our point of view this was convenient since 
builders had moved into the church to install both kitchen and toilet facilities. At this time the 
weather favoured us and we were still able to hold a simple service once a month outside in 
the churchyard, right up until September, when we celebrated the gathering in of the harvest 



and enjoyed a picnic tea.  
 
The second lockdown started in November, just after we had our first service in church, 
including the remembrance of those from our parish who fell in both World Wars. In that 
sense it put into perspective all that we had gone through during the previous seven months. 
In this short second lockdown, although public worship was not permitted, it was allowed that 
churches should remain open for private prayer. We decided to open up for just a couple of 
hours on Sunday afternoons. However, by Christmas we were once more able to open for 
worship and we celebrated a simple Eucharist together. 
 
 
We now find ourselves in a third lockdown, but this time, at least for the time being, we are 
allowed to open for both private prayer and public worship. But 90% of the churches within 
our diocese have decided against this and, for the most part, this includes our own. 
However, I have decided to say Morning Prayer every Wednesday in church at 10.00am 
while the building work continues at Great Snoring, where we normally have a midweek 
Eucharist. Also, the 11.00am Eucharist on the second Sunday of the month will continue as 
long as we are able, the next being on 14th February. All are welcome to these services, but 
please be mindful that there won't be many with us because so many are shielding. 
 
 
Wherever we are, we continue to pray for all those who are ill at this time, whether at home 
or in hospital; for those shielding, and those who feel isolated and lonely; for the medical 
practices and hospitals that serve this are; and for those who mourn the loss of loved ones. 
	
James	Muggleton.	
 

Ed – note that our benefice includes the churches and parishes of Barney, Hindringham, Thursford, 
Little and Great Snoring, Kettlestone and Pensthorpe. 

Thursford Tablet is published by Thursford Parish Council, currently mid-monthly. 
Contributions to the Tablet are welcome by the Editor Di Dann didann@outlook.com 

For your views on the Exception Housing Scheme or any other parish matters contact the 
Parish Clerk Kerry Harris, Tel 01328 822583 kerry_thursfordpc@yahoo.com 

Please remember if you need help at this challenging time Thursford Assist (TA) has been 
set up to temporarily support our residents in need. Whether its occasional shopping, dog 
walking or collection of medicines given them a call!  Please telephone 01328 878476 or 
07826067935 
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